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Civil Rights Leader
and Congressman

When I learned of the passing of Congressman
John Lewis, my first reaction was like that of many
others, who lived through the civil rights movement and understood the sacrifices that were
made and the lives that had been lost in the fight
for justice, and equality. I was deeply saddened
because I realized that we had lost one of the last
icons of the civil rights era. We have sadly also
lost the opportunity to hear him speak at the upcoming August 28th commemoration of the
57th anniversary of the march on Washington, where Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
delivered his historic “I have a Dream” speech.
I am glad that I had the honor of being in the company of Congressman John Lewis on several occasions. I will always treasure the
memory of standing beside this great and gentle man whose life was
clearly defined by courage. He was well known to be one of the most
dedicated, principled and courageous civil rights activists of all. He
was also frequently referred to as the “conscience of Congress”. We
will never forget the courage of his youth, when he participated in
freedom rides and when he faced down violence and possible death
on the now infamous Edmund Pettus Bridge.
There are many lessons that we can learn from the legacy of John Lewis. He was able to
channel all he learned from his fight for equality as a young man into empowering our
youth and underserved communities to pursue activism.
What rings loud and clear is his message regarding the
importance of voting and continuing the fight for equal rights.
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Employee Spotlight

Jerome I. Martin
Deputy Commissioner of Sanitation

D

eputy Commissioner Jerome I. Martin
began his career with the Town of
Hempstead in 2001. He started out as a
collector for the sanitation truck.

He rose through the ranks within the Department of
Sanitation, gaining experience in several diverse
positions, including machine equipment operator and
crew chief foreman.

Senior Councilwoman Dorothy L. Goosby

Deputy Commissioner Jerome I. Martin is the first
African American to hold the position of Deputy
Commissioner for the Town of Hempstead. Jerome
grew up in the Village of Freeport and is the proud
father of one son.

It is my great privilege to express my heartfelt congratulations to all graduates of the class of 2020.
The class of 2020 faced historic overwhelming
challenges during the height of the covid19
pandemic. You each persevered through these
extraordinary challenges. I am very proud of the
way that you came together in the spirit of
community to support and uplift each other.
As we move forward with so many uncertainties in
our country, I’m counting on this graduating class to
be a source of hope. It was once said that
“Knowledge is Power”, but only when applied. I
challenge each of you to apply the knowledge that
you have obtained and use this unique time and
opportunity to help change the course of history.

I encourage each of you to be the light of a new day
that will shine for all to see. Carry your knowledge
from this day forward and blaze a trail for history.
As your Senior Town Councilwoman, I am happy to
join with your family and friends in wishing you
continued success and happiness in the future.
Sincerely,

Dorothy L. Goosby
Senior Councilwoman

C

aptain Charles Roberts came to town
with his sleeves rolled up and ready to
work! Under his Pastoral Leadership the
Hempstead Salvation Army serves our
community with compassion and excellence.
Unfortunately, Captain Roberts has been reassigned to Syracuse, NY. He is this years recipient
of Vision Long Island’s Community Service Award.
I’m pleased that I was there to present him and his
wife with Town of Hempstead Certificates for their
fine work in our great town. We are sorry to see
you go, but wish you the absolute best my friend.

TOWN PLAZA RENAMED
“SENIOR COUNCILWOMAN DOROTHY L. GOOSBY PLAZA.”
This year’s Town of Hempstead Black History
month program “African Americans and the
Vote,” was a phenomenal success. The event
featured a historic educational exhibit and an
engaging program, filled with exciting surprises.
. The highlight of the evening was when Supervisor Don Clavin and the Town Board preempted
the program to present an astonished Senior
Councilwoman with a faux plaque, to symbolize
the renaming of Town Plaza to “Senior Councilwoman Dorothy L. Goosby Plaza.” The actual
ceremony was scheduled for Saturday, June 6th,
but will be rescheduled due to the pandemic.
“At a time when African Americans and other
minority groups were underrepresented in
Hempstead Town government, Senior Councilwoman Dorothy Goosby challenged the status quo
and fought for equal voting rights,” stated Supervisor Clavin. “I am personally honored to serve
alongside this civil rights champion, and the Town
of Hempstead is proud to name Town Hall Plaza
as ‘Senior Councilwoman Dorothy L. Goosby
Plaza.'"

In 1988, Dorothy L. Goosby, et. al., filed a class
action suit against the Town of Hempstead
charging that the Town's at large voting system for

the Town Board discriminated against the minority
community. In 1997, a federal judge agreed and
ruled that the Town of Hempstead's method of
voting-at-large was discriminatory and violated the
Voting Rights Act. She was elected to the Town
Board on November 2, 1999 and is the first African
American woman to serve on the Town Board.
“I am so proud!” says Senior Councilwoman
Goosby. “Who would think that little ole me from
Apalachicola, Florida would receive such a great
honor? I am so proud and grateful that the Town
of Hempstead is on a new road; a road of
opportunity, diversity and inclusion. When the
children of this great Town visit this plaza, they will
know that collectively we have the power to evoke
positive change. I accept the change…I accept
the honor!” 

HEAP Deadline Extended to August 31, 2020
New York State has extended the deadline for HEAP (Home Energy Assistance Program) to August 31st. The HEAP program assists income eligible
households pay for heat-related energy bills, even beyond the heating season,
with a grant that clients do not have to pay back. HEAP cooling assistance is
also available, and clients may qualify for a free air conditioner or fan based on
income and medical need. PSEG Long Island's Household Assistance Program
provides a discount on every electric bill for households that qualify.
Questions regarding the HEAP program should be directed to Nassau County
HEAP (516) 227-7386 or the OTDA Hotline at 1-800-342-3009. 
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Maximum Gross
Monthly Income
$2,494
$3,262
$4,030
$4,797
$5,565
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$6,764
$6,908
$7,086
Add $553

Hempstead residents. The meals shall be delivered
to program participants once a week.
Effective the week of August 17th, through the end of
December 2020 the Town of Hempstead via the
services of Island Harvest shall provide 14 frozen
meals weekly to seniors (55+ years), veterans, and
physical & mental health disabled Town of

Island Harvest will accept referrals by phone at
(516) 233-4956 or e-mail phyllis@Islandharvest.org.
Provide her with the client’s name, phone number and
address. A short phone screening / intake will be
completed with the client following the referral.

In the TOWN OF HEMPSTEAD

MUST BE COUNTED!
If our communities aren’t fully counted in the Census,
we will miss out on the distribution of over $100 Billion in
Federal & State Funds FOR THE NEXT 10 YEARS! Census
data is used to determine: Planning for School Districts
Parks & Recreational Centers  Drawing Federal,
State and Local Legislative Districts  Road Repair &
Replacement  Sewage & Water Systems  Housing
Needs for all  Fair Market Rents  Enforcing Fair
Lending Practices  Public Transportation
Hospitals & Healthcare  Voting Rights

Supervisor Clavin Announces $2 Million Donation to Local Food Banks
Town of Hempstead Supervisor Donald X. Clavin, Jr. and the Town Board announced that $2 million
will be directly routed to fourteen local food banks within the Town of Hempstead. The announcement, in
partnership with Long Island Cares, comes as the first official action of the newly created Economic Relief
Advisory Committee, which aims to distribute the $133 million the Town received as part of the Federal
Government’s COVID-19 economic stimulus package.
“Nobody in our Town will go hungry because of the hardships they have experienced due to the
COVID-19 pandemic,” said Town of Hempstead Supervisor Donald X. Clavin, Jr. “Between many of our
residents losing their jobs and the grocery stores struggling to meet demand, this funding will keep our food
banks stocked for the next couple of months so our residents can be reassured with quality meals. I’d like to
once again thank Senator Charles Schumer and the entire congressional delegation for making this funding
available so we can continue our partnership with Long Island Cares to see what additional resources are
needed as this situation continues.”
“The outbreak of COVID-19 has led to financial insecurity for scores of families in our township, with
many struggling to put food on the table,” said Senior Councilwoman Dorothy Goosby. “The funds allocated
to Long Island Cares by the Town of Hempstead will go a long way toward ensuring those currently facing
economic hardship won’t have to worry about where their next meal comes from. 

COVID-19 POP UP FOOD BANKS

Rosa Parks Senior Center

Schedules are subject to revision depending on communi- ➢ 2 Babylon Turnpike, Roosevelt
➢ Thursday, 10 am-2 pm
ty need. Additional information/Updates, visit HempsteadTownNY.gov, LICares.org or (631) 582-FOOD
Uniondale-Merrick Senior Center

Five Towns Community Center
➢
➢

270 Lawrence Avenue, Lawrence
Monday & Wednesday, 3-6 pm • Saturday 9-12 pm

Doug Cross Community Center (Brierly Park)
➢ • 65 Dartmouth Street, Hempstead
Tuesday, 12 -4 pm • Wednesday, 4.-5 pm

Stonewall Methodist Church
➢
➢

276 Louis Avenue, South Floral Park
Wednesday, 10 am.-2 pm • Saturday, 10 am-2 pm

➢
➢

11 Gale Avenue, Baldwin
Tuesday & Friday, 12-3 pm

➢
➢

138 Elmont Road, Elmont
Tuesday & Wednesday, 10 am-2 pm

➢
➢

840 Uniondale Ave., Uniondale
Tuesday & Friday, 10 am-2 pm

➢
➢

555 Newbridge Road, Levittown
Monday & Wednesday, 12 -2 pm

St. Christopher’s R. C. Church
Elmont Senior Center

Uniondale-Hempstead Senior Center
Levittown Senior Center

➢
➢

750 Jerusalem Avenue, Uniondale
Monday & Thursday, 10 am- 2 pm

➢
➢

2900 Rockaway Avenue, Oceanside
Friday, 9 am-1 pm

➢
➢

2000 Bellmore Ave., Bellmore
Mondays & Fridays, 12-2 pm

➢
➢

(Opens 6/4) 460 Salisbury Park Drive, Westbury
Thursday, 10 am-2 pm

➢
➢

(Opens 6/8) 130 Central Avenue, Valley Stream
Saturday & Wednesdays 10 am - 2 pm

➢
➢

65 Atlantic Avenue, Hempstead
Thursday, 10 am –3 pm

➢
➢

436 South Franklin Street, Hempstead
Monday, 10 am– 3 pm

Oceanside Senior Center
Bellmore Senior Center

Salisbury-East Meadow Senior Center
Presbyterian Church of Valley Stream
The Salvation Army Hempstead
Percy Jackson Youth Center

